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PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


1 1.  DATE 

R Miirrh  1957 

3.  LOCATION 

i 

Between  Morkville  & Arritv , 

12.  CONCLUSIONS 

□ Wos  Soltoon 

D Probably  Bdloon 

□ Poftitbly  BoDoon 

□ Wqi  Aircraft 

fii;C  Probably  Aircraft 
0 Possibly  Aircraft 

■3.  date-time  CROUP 

L„.i,  2-iOO  ZST 

A TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION  q 

OvCfound-Vi  sual  □ Ground-Rador 

GMT  09/0500Z 

□ Aifp  V}  suol 

□ Air-lffl'erevpt  Rodor 

5.  PHOTOS 

□ Y*i 

_ 

S*  SOURCE 

Civilian 

□ Was  Astronomical 
0 Probobly  Aitronomicol 
0 Poitibly  Astronomicol 

7.  LENGTH  OP. OBSERVATION 

two  minujtea 

B.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

9.  COURSE 

n Dtbar  , . 

1 

_ _jQne.. ... 

Fra  NW,  circlcc 
then  NE. 

, n Intuffieiont  Data  for  Evaluaiion 
□ Unknown 

10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OP  SIGHTINO 

11.  COMMENTS 

bne  object  lon.^:  w/round  nose,  30  feet 
Ion, 4.  color  gi*ay -white,  green  light  very 
aright  width  of  nose-  flame  30  feet, 
long,  no  sound,  alt  2000  feet  to  500 
feet-  Object  faded  irom  view. 

Possible  a/c  s 
afterburner. 

iighting,  jet  w/  : 

. r 

ATIC  FORM  329  (REV  29  SEP  S3) 
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TAB  A 


PRSLXlllNAJftY  C0.HCLU3Z0N  O? 

OJ  PAS  AilERlCAN  AIHLIN3  CAP7AIH 


NG  03J2CT  RSPCRT 
OH  9 ?iABCa  1037 


1*  There  is  no  comp«llia|$  reason  to  believe  that  the 
object  vas  other  than  a **bolide^"  conmonlj  referred  to  as 
a **£ireball.'*  These  are  very  rarely  oncouateredf  but  the 
objeet  eooforss  exaetly  with  the  description  of  fireball 
reports  received  by  the  Air  Technical  Intelligence  Center 
daring  thm  last  ten  years. 


sties  of  Captain.4i^HH^^  by  the  Hew 
4d0ad  Air  Intelligence  Sarvioe  Squadron 
this  conolusioa.  EU^s  detailsd  desorip* 
dassliag  bright  light  with  a green  halo 
s description  gives  by  the  other  crew 


Torii  unit  of  the 
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( COPY  GEN.  WAISONS  MSGt  TO  USAF  RE  PAA  niGIEETJT  0?  9 J-tar  57 ) 


PP  YFWKA 
DE  YFWKC  U 

UNCLASSIFIED 
P 141955Z 
PM  APSSO  ATIC 
TO  AFSSO  EQ  USAF 
UaCLAS  EFTO  CITE 
REFERENCE  RE 


A4-155,  (PERSONAL  FROM  GENERAL  WATSON  TO  COL  CHAPPEL,  ) 

FOR  SOME  FIRM  CONCLUSIONS  OR  EXPLANATION  REGARDING 
PAN  AMERICAN  AIRUNE  INCIDEIiT,  9 MAR  57.  OH  THE  BASIS  OF  ALL  DATA  AND 
SVIDENCB  AVAILABIZ  THE  FOLLOWING  ARE  CONCLUSIONS  OF  ATIC: 

A.  THERE  IS  NO  COMPELLING  REASON  TO  BELIEVE  THAT  THE  OBJECT-  WAS 
OTHER  THAN  A "BOLIDE*',  COMMONLY  H2FERHE0  TO  AS  A "FIREBALL,"  THESE  ARB 

VERY  RARELY  ENCOUNTERED,  BUT  THE  OBJECT  CONFORMS  EXACTLY  WITH  THE  DESCRIPnON 
OF  FIREBALL  REPORTS  RECEIVED  BY  ATIC  DDRINQ  THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS. 

B.  INTERROGATION  OF  CAPT  ^^NMMWBNTHIS  MORNING  BY  THE  NSW  YORK 
UNIT  OF  THE  4602D  AISS,  FURTHER  00NFXRN5  THIS  CONCLUSION^  HIS  DETAILED 
DESCRlPnON,  IN  BRIEPi  "DAZZLING  BRICST  LIGHT  * WITH  A GREENISH  HALO," 


COINCIE^  WHS  THE  DESCRIPTION  GIVEN  BY  THE  OTHER  GREW  MEMBERS. 

C;  THESE  C3BJSCTS  ARE  GENERALLY  OBSERVED  ONLY  A FEW  SECONDS;  ARE 
EXTH^ffiLY  BBISaS,  RSSEMBUNO  MAGHBSHm  FLARES;  AND,  UNLIKE  METEORS, 
GENERALLY^  DO  NOT  BURN  THaCELVES  CHff  IN  THE  UPPER  AT10SPHERB>  BUT 


CONTimiB  DOWN  TO  L9NER  LSVEL3.  THEIR  ENCOUNTER  CAN  BE  A TRIt^SNING 
iKTPT?PTienc2,  PARncaLARLY  IN  A PITCH-BUCK  MIfflT,  AS  DESCRTBED  BY  CAPT 


D.  M)^LHSAND  jets  are  ruled  out.  the  latter  is  confirmbd  by  a 

T/f:<  FROM  SAC  AND  ADC>  REPORTING  THAT  NO  AIHCHAFT  WERE  IN  THE  AREA  AT  THE 
TIME.  THE  FACT  THAT  OTHER  PILOTS  APPROXIMATELY  175  MILES  AWAY  OBSERVED 
TSS  OBJECT  AT  TBS  aAMB  MOMENT^  RULES  OUT  AIRCRAFT  AND  OUIDED  MISSILES. 

£.  ALTEOUS  10  mSSA^3S^  HAS  BERN  RECEIVED  FROM  PATRICK  AFB  AD 
Y^  REGARDING  "RUNAWAY"  OR  OTHER  GUIDED  MISSIIE  GPERATX0M3>  THIS  POSSIBUJTY 
SEEMS  UNLimN,.>  .RBAS<)li3:  FXRINQ3  ARB  USUALLY  CONDUCED  DURING  THE  DAY 

AND  BEFORE  lODNISST;  THE  OEKEHAL  FIRINGB  ARE  TCWARD3  THE  SE;  AND  THE  COURSE 
OF  THE  OBJECT  SNCOUHSSRED  APPEARED  TO  COMB  FROM  THE  VEST. 

F«  THE  ATTSm  BY  THE  PRESS  TD  SOMEHOW  RELATE  V£BUS>  JUST  ALSO  BE 
HUIBD  OUT.  THIS  PLANET  WAS  HOT  VXSIHLB  AT  THAT  TINB  AND  PLACE:  3: 30 

IN  THE  MORNING^  AT  APP5QXIHATELY  550  IGL&S  EAST  OF  JACKSOIVILLB,  FLORIDA. 

IT  IS  THE  RECOMNDATION  GF  TWra  QFPICS,  THAT  IN  RESPONSE  TO  ANT 
TUSHIES  BY  TBB  PRESS  REGARDIBG  THIS  DKUSBT,  THE  AIR  FORCE  BRIEFLY  STA3S, 
SUBSTANTIALLY,  IHB  FOLLWING; 

A.  ON  I5E  BASIS  OF  INFORMATION  NOW  AVAILABLE  THE  PILOT  UNDOUBTEDLY 
ENCOUnSBSD  AN  OBJECT  VERY  RARELY  SEEN,  A "BOLIDB"  OR  "FIREBALL".  THIS 
COINCIDES  WHS  TEE  DE5CRZPTI0H  OF  OBJECTS  IDENTIFIED  AS  "FIREBALLS" 

HECEIVEO  BY  ATIC  OVER  A PERIOD  OF  TEN  YEARS. 

B.  THE  PACT.  THAT  THE  OBJECT  VAS  SBULZANBOUBLY  OBSERVED  BY  ANOTHER 
AIHCRAPT  175  MCLES  TO  THE  REAR  RULES  OUT  GUIDeD  MISSILB3  AND  AIRCRAFT. 

(THIS  IS  TO  COMBAT  THE  PRQPOKHfTS  OF  "PLYISO  SAUCERS"  AND  SOYIST  MISSILB 
AND  AIRCRAFT  "OHREASENIBG"  OUR  SHORES.  ) 

C.  THESE  CONCLUSIONS  VERS  CONCURRED  WITH  BY  A WELL-KNOWN  ASTRONOMER 
ASTOOPHYSICIST  FROM  (HE  SMI^ONIAN  ASTRQPHYSICAL  OBSERVATORY,  TO 

THE  REPORT  WAS  SU3MITPBD  FOR  HIS  rNDEPSNDENT  REVIEW. 

HAHOU)  E.  WATSON,  BRIGADIER  GENERAL,  USAP,  COMMANDER.  ATIC 

14/2052Z  MAR  te  ,ABO:YSl„MSG_  JUST  RECEIVED  FROM  PATRICK  APB  STATES 

0N5  DURING  THAT  PERIOD. 
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14  March  1957 


STATEMENT  BY  UR.  HYHEK 


Following  prepared  for  Captain  Gregory  after  an  examination  of  pre- 
llrainaxy  reports  on  4H0lMI[||H^case  of  9 March 


a.  Bolides,  or  fireballs,  differ  from  ordinary  laeteors  in  that  they 
are  very  much  brighter  (sometlj^s  transfonaing  night  into  temporary  day) 
and  appear  like  a magnesium  flare  hurtling  through  the  lover  atmosphere, 
and  in  that  they  persist  to  much  lower  levels  in  the  atmosphere,  i^e- 
dominantly  white-yellow  in  color,  these  often  have  orange  and  greenish 
tints  intermixed.  A bolide  is  generally  a mass  of  meteoric  material 
ignites  through  friction  with  the  earth *^3  atmosphere.  It  becomes  visible 
at  heights  above  30  miles  but,  unlike  an  ordinary  meteor,  does  not  burn 
out  in  the  air  but  frequently  persists  until  it  crashes  to  earth. 


b.  A close  encotmter  with  such  an  object  is  an  extremely  rare 
occurrence,  and  represents  a frightening  experience.  However,  astronomical 
records  show  that  people  who  have  observed  real  fireballs  (and  the  majority 
of  people  don't  see  one  in  a lifetime)  grossly  underestimate  their  distance. 
There  are  cases  on  record  in  which  two  observers  200  miles  apart  both 
reported  the  flawing  object  to  have  landed  "Just  beyond  the  hill"  or  "in 
the  next  field." 

c.  A fireball  appears  to  travel  at  uacomnonly  high  speeds  (actually 
travel  at  6-40  miles  per  second)  wd  the  great  apparent  angular  rate  leeids 
even  the  best  observers  unconsciously  to  regard  object  as  very  much  closer 
than  it  actually  was.  A typiceil  fireball  lasts  from  a few  seconds  to  10  or 
20  at  most. 

■ 

d.  In  present  instance,  a pilot  175  miles  away  saw  it  simultaneously, 
it  lasted  3 seconds,  and  it  bad  the  appearance  of  a flare.  Even  the  greenish 
color  reported  fits  the  pattern  of  a typical,  but  rare,  observation  of  a 
bolide • 

e.  One  case  of  a bolide  comes  to  mind  in  which  a truck  driver,  late 
at  night,  drove  the  truck  completely  off  the  road  as  a result  of  the  light 
received  by  a fireball  sighting,  a fireball  that  landed  several  hundred 
miles  from  the  truck, 

f . There  is  therefore  no  basic  evidence  that  contradicts  the 
hypothesis  i^t  the  Pan  American  flight  had  an  encounter  (and  perhaps  at 
some  distance)  with  a bolide.  The  reported  fact  that  object  passed  beneath 
right  wing  is  explainable  by  the  fact  that  bolides  do  crash  to  earth  and  do 
often  appear  to  perform  a low,  nearby  horizontal  path. 


1 


( 


g.  However,  although  the  evidence  is  not  contradictory,  and  although 
it  appears  probable  that  the  sighting  was  due  to  a bolide,  the  possibility 
of  a guided  missile  or  flare  is,  of  course,  not  ruled  out,  but  all  available 
information  does  not  indicate  the  presence  of  such  at  the  tinie  of  sighting  - 
3:30  A.M.  "* 


Associate  Director 

Smithsonian  Astrophysical  Observatory 
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5.  BETWEEN  MOCKVILLE,  CKA  N*C.  AND  MT.  ARRIY  CMA  N*  C 


EU  P. 


CMA  FLA  CMA  PHON 


A92A05  CMA  LING  DISTANCE  TRICK  DRIVER 


PAGE  THREE  RJESKB  6D 
B*  N/A 

7.  DUE  TO  THIS  REPT.  BEING  RECV’D  THREE  DAYS  LATE 
A«  HO  WEATHER  AVAIUBLE 

B.  NONE 

"Ci^tiONr"  ^ — ' — " ' 

D,  NONE 
E*  NONE 
F.  NONE 

8.  NONE 
NONE 

10.  NONE 

11«  OPERATIONS  OFFICER  SS0TH  ACWHON  CMA  NO  COMMENT 
12*  NONE 

BT 

12/1552Z  MAR  RJESKB 


U LF  TO  :>:>  ft  long  CMA  FKONT  was  IW  to  IIJ  ft  in  OlANtTLK  CMA  FLAKED 
ODT  TOWARDS  TAIL  CMA  SINGLE  VERTICLE  FIN  PD 

A.  LONG  CMA  ROUNT  NOSE 

B.  FT  LONG 

C.  GRAY  DASH  WHITE 

D.  ONE 

E.  N/A 

r.  WIDTH  OF  NOSE  WAS  GREEN  LIGHT  CMA  VERY  BRIGHT 
G.  FLAME  CMA  3B  FT  LONG 


H.  NO  SOUND  CMA  FAMES  SPECIAL  ATTENTION  FOR  SAME  CMA  NOT  AVAILABLE  PD 

I.  N/A 

2.  APPROACHED  FROM  NV  HADE  COMPLETE  CIRCLE 

m 

A.  SAW  IT  THROUGH  WINDOW  OF  TRUCK 

5.  ccc 


B.  WPPP  FT  WHILE  APPROACHING  THEN  DECENDED  TO  500  FT 

C.  500  FT 

D.  APPROACHED  FROM  NW  WADE  COMPLETE  CIRCLE  CMA  DESAPPEARED  IN  NE 

E.  FADED  OUT  OF  VIEW 

F.  TWO  MINUTES 
5,  NAKED  EYE 

A.  GROUND  VISUAL 

B.  NONE 

C.  N/A 

R%  ‘3  MARCH  57  CMA  2400  EST 
9 MARCH  1957  PTPPI 
B.  MIGHT  CMA  VERY  CLEAR  . 
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PP  RJEDEN  RJXDWP  RJEPNH  RJEPNB 
DE  RJESKB  $D 
P 1215382 

t 

FM  COMDR  66»TH  ACWRON  MACDILL  AFB  FLA 
TO  RJEDEN/  COWDR  ADC  INT  AFB  COLO 

RJESKB/COMDR  35TH  ADIV  DOBBINS  AFB  GA 

■•  - 

RJEDWP/COMDR  AIR  TECH  INT  CNTR  WRIGHT  PATTERSON  AFB  OHIO 

4 

RJEPHQ/DIR  OF  INT  HQ  USAF  WASH  DC 
INFO  RJEPNB/CONDR  EADF  STEWART  AFB  NY 
3T 

/UNClASSIFl ED/OPS  '312?  PD  ATTNJ  EADF  CIC  PD 
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17. 


SIGHTING 


This  incident  received  v/ide  nev/spaper  mention;  The  Research  Section  has  in- 
vestigated it,  as  special  representatives  of  NICAP  as  well  as  for  CSI,  and  the 
follov/ing  account  is  the  result. 


A fev/  minutes  before  midnight  on  Uarch  8,  1957,  Captain 

took  his  airliner  up  from  Idlev/ild  Airport,  bound  to  San  Juan,  Puerto  Rico 
Co-pilot  Flight  Engineer  nnd  stci7ardesses 

^l^ll^nd  liHHMIk  completed  the  crew  on  Pan  American  AirJ.ines  flight  257.  There 
wereuh  passengers  aboard.  The  flight  ’.vas  routine,  except  that  it  vras  necessary 
to  keep  to  the  v/est  of  the  normal  flight  course  in  order  to  avoid  a storm  center 
farther  out  in  the  Atlantic. 


At  3^33  a.m*  (EST)  the  plane  was  far  out  over  the  Atlantic,  about  650  miles 
to  the  east  of  Jacksonville,  Florida,  flying  at  19,000  feet  on  a south-by-east 
heading . (between  l60*^  and  175^  true).  At  this  point,  the  flight  abruptly  ceased 


to  be  routine.  About  80  to  their  right. 


d V/ashuta  simultaneously 


sav/  a brilliant  light.  had  the  impression  of  seeing  an  orange  glov;  at 

first,  although  hs  'Was  later  uncertain  about  this  detail.  At  any  rate,  it  seemed 
to  "come  out  of  nov/here,"  and  Immediately  assumed  the  appearance  of  a round,  bril- 
liant greenish-white  "spotlight,"  almost  as  large  as  a full  moon. 


ujfj  T - 

Ml.' 

‘ *.  J 


The  light  appeared  "contained,"  having  a clear  and  v/ell-defined  edgej  Vfashuta 
described  it  as  "rim-like"  around  the  edge.  This  "rim"  seemed  to  reflect  a green- 
ish .color,.  v/hile  the  center  was  a brilliant  white.  It  looked  like  a spotlight 
directed  to  the  front  of  them,  so  that  they  vrere  not  looking  directly  into  the 
source  of  light • 

w 

first  thought  was  that  it  might  be  a jet  interceptor  vri.th  a spot- 
light in  the  nose,  but  .he  immediately  rejected  this  idea  because  of  the  brilliance, 
of  the  light,  and  "because  they  (interceptors)  always  come  at  least  by  t’.vos  - one 
pulling  alongside  of  you  ready  for  action,  the  other  thrord.ng  a spotlight  on  your 
ident:.fication  markings  from  a distance  to  find  out  v/ho  you  are." 

The  object  seemed  to  be  of  about  airplane  sice,  and  no  more  than  a half-mile 
away  (an  erroneous  impression,  as  he  discovered  later).  It  v;as  exactly  level  with 
him,  and  apparently  heading  horisontally  across  the  nose  of  his  plane,  on  a colli- 
sion course.  '.lithin  tv/o  seconds  after  first  seeing  it,  he  pulled  the  plane  up 
and  to  the  left  in  a violent  evasive  manoeuver  to  avoid  possible  collision;  the 
plane  climbed'  1500  feet  in  a matter  of  seconds.  In  concentrating  on  handling  the 
plane, ^ he  lost  sight  of  the  object.  (T^e  nev/s  accounts  reported  that  V.T/,  sav/'  the 
object  "slip  by  under  my  right  vdng."  (Actually,  ains , this  'was  not 

so:  the  object  v/as  hidden  from  his  signT  by  the  right  '.'/ing  as  it  lifted.) 


by  the  right  *.’/ing  as  it  lifted.) 


V/ashuta,  who  \7as  seated  in  the  right  of  the  cockpit,  had  a better  view  of 
the  light,  and  reportedly  observed  it  for  about  four  seconds,  after  v.hich  it  "went 
out."  3y  the  tine  righted  the  aircraft,  the  light  v/as  no  longer  to 

be  seen.  Neither  the  co-pilot,  busy  vdth  the  navigation  instruments,  nor  any  of 
the  passengers,  had  seen  it. 

In  the  cabin,  there  '^'/as  pandemonium.  All  those  v/ho  had  not  had  their  seat 
belts  fastened  had  hit  the  ceiling  of  the  cabin  vrhen  thetail  dropped,  arid  three 
people  were  more  or  less  seriousl?/  injured:  tdss  i^jUPSHB^vath  a possible  concus- 
sion, Mrs.  Philadelphia,  who  appeared  to  have  a broken  rib;  and 

one  i.lonserrate  Soto,  injuries  unsoecified.  Cr...  Oti:**.'*  ■: 

^ t i * % ' j ' - ■ y 


r*  i ^ 
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Mlss^BBlfcfcand  the  co-pilot  tried  to  assuage  the  panic  in  the  cabin,  but  it 

c aT n reassuring  voice  over  the  loudspeaicer  that  vras  nost  effective 
in  settlingthepassengers . The  knov/ledge  that  a UrO  had  been  responsible  for 
their  distress  seened  to  caljn  their  agitation.  (II!S  erronsousl;-^  reported  that, 
according  to  passengers,  a strong  light  '‘like  a hundred  siins”  filled  the  cabin  of 
the  aircraft.')’ 


Irmnediately  follo’.ang  the  incidcnt,^IIHHPIPifr radio  suddenly  cans  alive  t 
at  least  six  other  aircraft  had  seent'ha  object.  All  r*ere  flying  roughly  SSE  on 
the  same  route,  and  they  occupied  an  area,  from  nortii  to  south,  more  than  300  miles 
long. 


Flying  15  minutes  alicad  of 
257-A  at  15 j 000  feet,  did  not  notice  the  object 
tion  as  30^  N.  70°  iiO'  V/.) 


piloting  P^’vA's  Fligh 
c gives  his  ovm  posi 


Some  180  miles  to  the  ’ southeast  28°  20'  N,  63°  15*  ''>3  was 

PM  Flight  215,  flying  at  17 >000  feet,  0 apt and  Flight  Engineer 

sarr  the  object,  again  to  the  ifrest  of  then.  "It  appeared  first  as 
a bright  light,  traveling. fast  «.•  it  greiw  in  intensity  until  it  v/as  exceedingly 
brilliant  for  a moment  as  it  prassed,  then  it  seemed  to  fade."  Its  angular  size, 
to  Ayland  as  to^lfBiB^,  was  "as  large  as  a full  moon,  at  the  zenith,"  It  r;as 
gree’nish-blue  at  the  perimeter,  blending  into  a vrhite  center.  He  said  it  "looked 
at  first  as  -though  it  were  coning  directly  toward  us  on  our  flight  level.  It 
either  veered  slightly,  or  our  original  imnression  was  in  error,  as.it  slanted 
diagonally  across  our  starboard  quarter  descending,  and  seemed  to  'go  out.'  As  it 
passed,  there  vras  a definite  reddish  tinge  to  the  tail  or  rear  portion,  and  a 
piece  seemed  to  fall  off,  or  was  ejected.  The  portion  that  dropped  off  was  10% 
the  size  of  the  whole,  and  was  definitely  reddish  in  color."  V/yland  had  the  object 
in  viev,'  from  tvfo  to  five  seconds. 


20  miles  SSE  of  Van  V/inkle,  at  roughly  27  Kj  6?  20'  V/  (650  miles  east 

Beach)  was  PAA  Flight  2l5*A,  piloted  by  Capt.  flying 

et,  the  5?me  altitude  as  IftMHiiMHHRind  iMIpP  not  see 

eported  bytheother  pilots,  but  he  had  see_n  something  identical  almost 
rlier.  flight  engineer,>i4HH0MBHP^‘j  sav/  the  object(s) 


According  object  seen  at  3^33  a.m.  - obsar'.'cd  by  all  the  other 

pilots  - v/as  seen  to  the  west  of  his  plane  and  appeared  to  bti  going  parallel  -bo 
direction.  He  said  it  large  as  "a  dime  held  at  arm's  length."  The 

second  engineer,  v/ho  called^^^H|PB  attention  to  the  phenomenon,  estimated  that 
it  v?as  in  vievr  for  tv:o  or  three  seconds.  Round,  it_ha4rno''ragged  edges  - "smooth 
was  vrord  for  it  - and  was  a brillian^'groenish-v:hij.e  in  color.  He  sa.w  a 

slight  projection  at  the  rear  that  detached  it s'elT'and*  turned  rod  as  it  fell.  At 
this  point,  the  mainu^^^on  began  to  arc  dowTsward  at  a slight  angle,  and  then 
suddenly  v;ant.  out.  ^^HVdld  not  thinlc  the  ob.iect  was  a meteor. 


Almost  tvra  hours  earlier^  about  12:U5  a.m.j  v/hile  Flight  21S-A  was  in  the 
vicinit/  of  Delta  Oscar  (a  positional  marker  located  off  the  Carolines) 
and  >BWIP*had  seen  a similar  object  - •'smaller  than  a full  moon,”  according  to 
4VMIP  - streaking  north  or  HNi7,  This  object  was  also  due  vrest,  or  almost  due 
west,  of  their  position.  It  moved  in  a completely  horizontal  trajectory,  and  had 
a red  tail-like  projection,  v;hich  suddenly  dropped  off,  and  fell  "like  a flare," 
The  main  part,  vdiich  ’.7as  green,  continued  in  a straight  line  and  passed  out  of 

range  of  vision.  v/ho  v/as  seated  on  the  right  side  of  the  cockpit 

looked  back  as  it  passed,  and  thought  he  sav:  it  quickly  disappear  into  clouds j 
hovreyer,  a later  check  indicated  that  there  vrere  fsv;,  if  any,  clouds  in  the  area. 

he  sav/  it  for  about  three  seconds j Smith  slightly  longer.  Several 
of  passengers  had  seen  it  also. 


Returning  to  the  3s 33  a.m.  object,  three  other  aircraft  are  reported  to  have 
observed  this:  another  Pan-American  flight  (unidentified)]  the  pilot  of  an  Eastern 
Airlines  plane  v/ho  thought  the  object  v/as  a tv/o-stage  rocket;  and  one  Trans-Carrib 
bean  pilot  vrfio  said  it  v;as  a meteor.  V/e  have  not  been  able  to  get  in  touch  vri.th 
My  of  these  pilots. 


It  is  quite  clear  from  the  testimonies  of  the  gxiots  that  the  object  they  sav/ 
Was  much  farther  away  than  they  at  first  realised.  Ilote  that  over  a 300-mile  base- 
liire^  all  Of  them  saw  it  tneir  west^or  southv/est;  that  it  appeared  to  be  moving 
in  roughly  the  sane  direction  relative  to  all  observers;  and  that  its  angular 
measurement  from  all  of  these  vadely- separated  points  v/as  approximately  half  a 
degree.  These  circumstances  obviously  indicate  an  exceedingly  large  object  seen 
at.  distance -.measured  in  the  hundreds  of  miles.  The  neare  st  possible  location 
for  •the  appearing-point  permitted  by  the  geometry  is  at  about  29°  N,  78°  17.  This 
point  is  30°  to  the  right  of  a 160°  heading  for**lMHMHPk)  100°  to  the  ri^t  of 
a 185°  heading. for  liyland  (assuming  this  is  185°  true,  not  magnetic),  and  places 
the  object  about  250  miles  from  VJyland,  and  somev/hat  more  than  lOQ  mile s 
mUB^^HGwever,  since  it  appeared  no  larger  to than  to 

location  so  close  is  not  very  plausible;  sometMng  like 

28°  N,j.  v75°,k^'  300  to  !i00  miles  from  all  the  planes,  is  more  likely.  him- 

self has  calculated  that  it  ’//as  from  300  to  800  miles  distant  from  him.  An  angular 
measurerient  of  one-hclf  degree  at  four  hundred  miles  gives  the  object  a diameter 
in  excess  of  three  miles;  but  such  calculations  are  misleading  v/hen  applied  to 
luminous  bodies,  v^ich  alv/ays  appear  far  larger  than  they  are. 


This  large  scale  of  the  phenomenon  is  highly  suggestive  of  a meteoric  fire- 
ball. However . it  should  be  noted  that  none  of  the  four  v/itnesses  (JMHHMHHMH 

whom  we  have  interviewed  believed  that  it  v/as  a meteor. 
iHHHNHP^said  he  has  seen  some  extremely  spectacular  meteors,  but  none  has  ever 
resembled  this  object.  The  absence  of  any  visible  tail;  the  difference  in  quality 
between  this  "contained"  light  and  a flaming  fireball;  and  its  substantially  hori- 
zontal trajectory  at  unreasonably  low  altitudes,  seem  different  from  what  vrould  be 
expected  of  a meteor.  And  the  chances  against  seeing  two  such  remarkably  similar 
■’meteors"  over  the  same  area  v.ithin  the  scan  of  tv;o  hours  are  "astronomical." 


On  the  other  hand,  the  object  appeared  for  only  five  s 
typical  of  meteors;  it  exhibited  no  sort  of  controlled  mano 
over  T.'hich  it  v/as  observed  is  typical  of  fireballs  rather  t 


One  is  inclined  to  say  that  this  was  neither 
fireball.  Can  it  be  classified  as  a "green  fireb 
lelly-green  in  color,  but  the  behavior  was  very  s 
There  is  a large  group  of  sightings  stri’eing ly  si 
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this  same  area.  On  tlay  8,  1952,  at  U:30  a.m*,  a pilot  had  a near-collision  with 
a similar  object  while  en  route  to  San  Juan.  (See  The  Report  on  Unidentified 
Flying  Objects,  by  Ruppelt,  pp*  178-80.)  On  April  23,  195U,  several  PAA  pilots 
saw  an  "object  with  an  orange-green  light  zip  by.”  (Flying  Saucer  Consplrac:/,  by 
Xeyhoe,  p.  133.)  Auriphebo  Simoes  is  one  of  those  who  have  seen  such  a "fireball” 
(0  Disco  Voador,  #3)« 


[S 

I . , 


And  on  llarch  25,  1957  - not  three  weeks  arten^|0|HH^s  report  - Capt.*''8»> 
piloting  PAA  Flight  an  Juan  to  Wev;  York,  had  a da:^*t ime  sighting 

along  tha  game  route.  (Details  on  this  observation  are  now  being  sought.) 

r : 

■■  * 

(ttete  OR  sources  Bosldss  tho  secured  directly  Troni  four  of  the  wit— 

nesses,  additional  information  on  the  March  9-  sightiag  was  gleaned  from  the  N,  Y. 
Times,  3/10  (UP  3Ao  (AP  3/9)  i il.  ▼.  Joum^-Ajnerican.  3/9  (IMS) 

and  5/ll  (iNS  byJIB®H(|BB7r~ana"numerous  other  papers  caning  substantially 
the  same  wire  accounts.  Our  thanks  go  also  to  Bill  ilash  of  PAA  and  Chris  Pantages 
of  Riddle  Airlines  for  their  valuable  assistance.) 


